LIECHTENSTEINISCHER
BANKENVERBAND

Valid from 1 July 2020

Guideline on the due diligence
obligations of banks in dealing with
foreign correspondent banks

/

Page 2 of 10

Preamble

Objective of the Guideline

Correspondent banking is a standard service in global payment transactions. It is
characterised by the processing of funds transfers of a substantial volume and the
fact that a correspondent institution processes transactions for customers of its
respondents with whom it has no direct relationship and therefore cannot carry
out due diligence. Due to the special nature of this business, a correspondent is
exposed to special risk in the areas of money laundering, terrorist financing, and
compliance with internationally relevant sanction and embargo regulations. To
improve the fight against money laundering and terrorist financing and to prevent
violations of internationally relevant sanction and embargo regulations, several
international organisations have adopted applicable recommendations and rules.
In addition to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF Recommendation 13,
Preventive Measures, and the recommendations based thereon) and the
Wolfsberg Group (Principles for Correspondent Banking), the European Union in
particular provides for specific rules within the framework of the 4th EU Anti-
Money Laundering Directive and the associated Risk Factors Guidelines. The
Liechtenstein Due Diligence Act and Due Diligence Ordinance implement the
international requirements at the national level. Other institutions such as the
Bank for International Settlements (BIS) and the Financial Stability Board (FSB)?*
have also dealt extensively with the issue of correspondent banking, in particular
de-risking. Their publications thus also serve as a basis for this Guideline. Various
national rules also place further demands on the due diligence obligations of
banks.

From the perspective of the correspondent institutions, performing these
responsibilities is very demanding in terms of personnel, time-consuming, and
costly. This has already led some providers to discontinue correspondent banking
services. For Liechtenstein as an international business and financial centre as

1 FSB action plan to assess and address the decline in correspondent banking (Progress report to G20
Summit, dated 29 May 2019) and FSP Correspondent Banking Data Report - Update of 16 November
2018.
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well as for its stability, it is of the utmost importance that Liechtenstein banks be
connected to the international system of payment transactions. To be able to
react appropriately fo international developments and requirements, this
Guideline is therefore binding and applies to all member banks of the LBA. It
should be understood as a minimum standard. To implement this Guideline, the
member banks are obliged to supplement their internal instructions in accordance
with Article 21 SPG in conjunction with Article 31 SPV or to otherwise integrate the
requirements of this Guideline. The rules contained in this Guideline must be
applied groupwide. The high compliance standards support the foreign
correspondent banks in fulfilling their obligations in connection with combating
money laundering and terrorist financing as well as in preventing violations of
internationally relevant sanction and embargo regulations.

Principles / Scope of application

1 Legal basis

7 FATF Recommendations 13 and 16/FATF Guidance on Correspondent
Banking Services (October 2016)

7 FATF Guidance for a Risk-Based Approach to Virtual Assets and Virtual Asset
Service Providers (June 2019)

7 FATF Terrorist Financing Risk Assessment Guidance (July 2019)

7 FATF Guidance on Transparency and Beneficial Ownership (2014) and Best
Practices on Beneficial Ownership for Legal Persons (October 2019)

7 FSB Recommendations on Remittance Service Providers’ Access to Banking
Services

»  Directive (EU) 2015/849 on the prevention of the use of the financial system
for the purpose of money laundering and terrorist financing (4th EU AMLD)
and the associated Risk Assessment Reports of the European Commission to
the Council and Parliament

2 Regulation (EU) 2015/847 on information accompanying transfers of funds
(EU Funds Transfer Regulation)

» ESA Guidelines on Risk Factors (JC 2017 37) of 4 January 2018 (Risk Factors
Guidelines)?

2 Wolfsberg Standards (incl. Wolfsberg Guidance on Customer Tax Evasion,
2019)

» Due Diligence Act (SPG)/Due Diligence Ordinance (SPV)?

2 International Sanctions Act (ISG)*

2 Relevant Liechtenstein laws and ordinances relating to international tax law,
especially in connection with AEOQI, FATCA, etc.®

Chapter 1: Sectoral guidelines for correspondent banks, pp. 31 et seq.
as amended
as amended
as amended
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» Guidelines, instructions, and communications of the Financial Market
Authority Liechtenstein in the field of combating money laundering and
terrorist financing®

7 Guideline of the Liechtenstein Bankers Association on the due diligence
obligations of banks with regard to their customers’ tax compliance

»  Standardised general terms and conditions of the Liechtenstein banks with
specific customer consent clauses for the transmission of relevant customer
data on the request of correspondent banks

»  Guideline of the Liechtenstein Bankers Association on the disclosure of data in
international payment transactions, investments in foreign securities, and
transactions and services with a foreign connection by Liechtenstein banks

2 Relevant local and international sanction and embargo regulations (see in
detail point I11.6 below)

2 Scope of application of the Guideline

2.1 Correspondent relationships as defined in Article 2(1)(m) SPG cover a broad
range of services, but not all of these services are exposed to the same money
laundering and terrorist financing risks (ML/TF risks) or sanction and
embargo risks.
Taking the risk-based approach into account, this Guideline therefore in
particular does not apply to:

2 the interbank and counterparty business’ of financial institutions as
defined in Article 3(1)(f) and (g) SPV that act as direct contracting parties in
their own name and for their own account or to business relationships for
which simplified due diligence can be applied as set out in Article 22b(3)
SPV;

» the sale, purchase, custody, or pledging of securities on regulated
markets. [These business activities are covered by the applicable ISSA
Principles].

2.2 However, there is an increased risk especially in those cases where
correspondents process or execute transactions for customers of their
respondents. This Guideline therefore applies in all cases to the settlement of
customer transactions for respondents by the correspondent.

Industry standard

1 In general

As a general matter, both national and international regulatory requirements
already provide for comprehensive rules in connection with money laundering and
terrorist financing, compliance with international sanction and embargo
regulations, anti-corruption, and avoidance of tax offences. The common industry

8 asamended
7 Atransaction is executed between banks/institutions for the account of the respondent and does not
include payments for customers of the respondent.
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standard is intended to ensure that these regulatory requirements are uniformly
implemented and complied with by the member banks, especially also with regard
to correspondent banking, thereby ensuring a high compliance standard
throughout the entire banking centre at all times. The creation of a uniform
industry standard is intended to ensure the participation of Liechtenstein banks in
the system of international payment transactions and the trust placed by
correspondent institutions in the Liechtenstein financial centre.

2 Internal governance/training

The member banks undertake to implement the regulatory requirements in

connection with correspondent relationships as well as the requirements of this

Guideline in their internal processes and procedures and to ensure permanent

compliance with these requirements. This includes in particular:

» definition of processes and (monitoring) measures by means of which risks in
the context of correspondent banking can be avoided or recognised in a timely
manner and by means of which a smooth connection to correspondent
institutions can be ensured (e.g. identification of international sanction and
embargo regulations and changes thereto, adequate sanction and embargo
screening, timely handling of AML questionnaires);

2 appointment of qualified personnel for the administration and maintenance of
correspondent relationships;

» reporting of issues specific to correspondent banking to the senior
management and the board of directors as part of regular SPG/SPV reporting
in order to create transparency and derive effective measures, and
implementation of a corresponding escalation process;

~ training on correspondent banking as part of the regular basic and continuing
training of employees involved in business relationships;®

» regular contact, open dialogue, and ongoing communication with
representatives of correspondent institutions in order to improve mutual
understanding and optimise procedures;

~  periodic review of groupwide compliance with this Guideline through the
internal audit.

The member banks undertake to regularly review their processes, procedures, and

internal organisation as part of their institutional risk management.

3 Correspondent banking enquiries (questionnaires)

The member banks undertake to respond to the enquiries of correspondent
institutions correctly, completely, diligently, and on time. This applies both to
institution-specific AML questionnaires and to transaction-specific individual
enquiries. As part of internal processes, it must be determined how such enquiries
are to be answered (e.g. deadlines, responsibilities).

The member banks also undertake to update the Wolfsberg Questionnaire as an
international standard on a regular basis or as changes arise, independently of a
specific enquiry from a correspondent institution, and fo submit it immediately

¢ see Arficle 32 SPV
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upon request or as cases arise, provided the enquiring bank does not have access
to the KYC Registry.

These measures are intended to ensure that correspondent institutions regularly
receive a comprehensive and up-to-date picture of the farget markets, customer
segments, and products of their respondent institutions and can ensure risk-
adequate monitoring. This is ensured by the applicable principles defined in the
general terms and conditions issued by the LBA.

SWIFT KYC Registry:®

Member banks participating in the SWIFT KYC Registry undertake to keep the
Wolfsberg Questionnaire up to date in order to avoid a non-compliance nofte. It is
recommended that all member banks register with the KYC Registry.

SWIFT Customer Security Programme (CSP):°

The member banks undertake to submit the self-attestation on an annual basis.
They ensure that the SWIFT recommendations are implemented in a timely
manner, so that compliance can be confirmed to SWIFT at the least during
mandatory reviews.

4 Offering correspondent banking services
Liechtenstein banks are mainly active in private banking and wealth
management.

Member banks are in general prohibited from offering correspondent banking
services within the meaning of this Guideline to domestic and foreign financial
institutions.

The following exceptions apply:

2 Services provided within a group as defined in Article 2(1)(s) in conjunction
with Article 16(1) SPG.

»  Correspondent banking services to the extent and provided that they are
permitted under a separate LBA Guideline.

5 Enhanced due diligence

Both the Wolfsberg Questionnaire and institution-specific AML questionnaires set
out various specifications regarding products and services that they classify as
risk-increasing. The member banks undertake to take these requirements into
account as risk-increasing factors in their risk calculation tools.?

9 The KYC Registry primarily supports the correspondent banks in their efficient fulfilment of compliance
requirements. The KYC Registry is also an efficient platform for all banks tfo meet their compliance
requirements as part of their counterparty management.

10 As part of the SWIFT Customer Security Programme, binding security requirements have been defined
for local SWIFT payment environments and further optimised in 2019. Compliance with these
requirements must be confirmed by the direct and indirect SWIFT participants by way of self-attestation.
This self-attestation must be confirmed by an independent body as part of the ICS.

1 When implementing the risk-based approach, the requirements of FMA Guideline 2013/1 must
additionally be observed.
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6 Compliance with local and international sanction and embargo regulations

The member banks undertake to implement the regulatory requirements relating

to sanctions and embargoes and to comply with the following regulations

governing international sanctions:

» Compliance with locally applicable sanctions and embargoes at the registered
office of the company/group company as well as the following international
sanction regulations including the published sanctions and embargo lists:

a. Consolidated sanctions list of the Security Council of the United Nations
(UN)
b. United States Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC)
c. Office of Financial Sanctions Implementation HMT (OFSl)
d.
S
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